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BLOCKBUSTERS
More Ca n ' t -M iss At t ract ions

GOVERNORS ISLAND
An is land located of f  o f  the southern t ip  o f  Man-
hat tan,  Governors  ls tand was a s t ra teg ic  mi t i tary
site fot lowing the Revotutionary War. Strot l  around
and gaze at  the h is tor ic  homes and hat ts .  212-440-
2202, www.g ovista nd.com.

LINCOLN CENTER
The Chamber  Music  Soc ie ty  o f  L incotn Center
hosts  concer ts  for  teens and musicaI  drama
per formances for  k ids  ages 6 to  10.  The New York
City Bal.tet hosts severaI programs and shows for
young peopte,  and the New York Ci ty  Opera s tages
severaI kid-fr iendl.y shows, as wetl  as famity work-
shops.  Rounding out  the cu l tura I  spect rum is  the
New York Phi tharmonic ,  which presents  a  var ie ty
of  concer ts  for  ch i tdren.  70 L incotn Center  Ptaza,
21 2-87 5-5000, www. [i n cotn center.org.

NEW YORK LIBERTY WNBA
There 's  someth ing about  a  L iber ty  game that  is
an exh i tara t ing and insp i r ing adventure for  young
gi r ts  Iand boys too l .  For  the f  u t [  schedute,  v is i t
www.nytiberty.com.

SHOPPING
AMERICAN GIRL PLACE
A grand empor ium of  a t l  th ings "Amer ican Gi r t , "
the s tore inc tudes an in-house theater ,  a  caf6 ,  and
a ha i r  saton for  dot ts .  609 F i f th  Avenue,212-644-
1 1  45,  www.amer icangi r lp lace.com.

SCHOLASTIC STORE
Schotast ic 's  re ta i I  mecca can be found r ight  in  the
midd l .e  o f  Soho wi th  act iv i t ies ,  toys and,  o f  course,
books. The store's Activi ty Loft hosts craft ses-
s ions,  organized act iv i t ies ,  and Ktutz  workshops.
557 Broadw ay, 21 2-343- 61 66, www.scho [ast ic.
com/sc hotasticstores.

TOYS R US TIMES SQUARE
In addi t ion to  the three s tor ies  o f  toys,  books,
toys, DVDs and toys, the Times Square location of
th is  k idd ie  megastore has a g iant  Ferr is  Wheet ,
a  two- f  loor  Barb ie  suppl .y  mecca,  and an an ima-
t ron ic  T-Rex.  1514 Broadway,  646-366-8855,  www.
toysrustimessq ua re. com.

NATURE
BATTERY PARK CITY PARKS
Bat tery  Park  Ci ty  Parks s t re tch a tong the Hudson
River  f  rom the t ip  o f  Manhat tan,  near  Bat tery
Ptace,  to  jus t  nor th  o f  Chambers St reet .  212-267-
9700, www. bpcpa rks.org

NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN
Ctamber  around a boulder  maze and get  up c tose
to aquat ic  p tants ,  as  wet [  as  a  myr iad of  o ther  fo t i -
age in  the Botan icaI  Garden 's  Chi tdren 's  Adventure
Garden.  Bronx River  Parkway at  Fordham Road,
B ro nx, 7 1 8-817 -87 00, www. nyb g.o rg.

PROSPECT PARK
Prospect  Park  features seven ptaygrounds,  inc tud-
ing a  spec ia l . ty  des igned toddters 'p tayground,  and
a "Chi tdren 's  Corner , "  home to  a  carouse| . ,  the
Prospect Park Zoo and Lefferts Historic House.
7 1  8-965-895 1,  www.prospectpark .org.

INDIES
More  U nder - the -  Rada  r  A t t rac t ions
From Ano ther  New and  Coo [  Gu ide
By  Suzanne  Re i sman

One of  the greatest  th ings about  l iv ing
in New York City is the sheer diversity of
act iv i t ies  i t  o f fers  for  ch i tdren and fami-
[ ies .  Sure,  the t rad i t ionaI  museums
and other  venues are fantast ic ,  but
once in  a  whi te  inqu i r ing minds want  to
get off  the beaten track a bit .  Here are
e ight  adventurous suggest ions.

CANNONBALL PARK IAKA JOHN
PAUL JONES PARKI
Enjoy the great  outdoors  and mas-
s i ve  weapon ry  a t  John  Pau tJones
Park,  where a g inormous btack can-
non and s tacks o f  beach ba l l -s ized
cannon bat ts  face the Verrazano
Br idge,  warn ing Staten ls landers
to  keep to  the i r  s ide o f  the Narrows or
e lse.  The 1864 twenty- inch bore cannon
was ptaced in  the park  in  1900 as a  Civ i I
War  memor ia t .  lBounded by Shore Road,
Four th  Avenue,  1  01 s t  St reet ,  and For t
Hami t ton Parkway,  Brooktyn)

A  WORLD TOUR THROUGH
ASTORIA'S BAKERIES
Very poss ib ty  the largest  concent ra t ion
of  d iverse baker ies  wi th in  a  few btocks,
there is  someth ing for  every  sweet
tooth in  Astor ia ,  Queens.  For  Greek
t reats ,  there 's  V ic tory  Sweet  Shop [2169
Steinway Street, 7 18-27 4-2087J Patr iots
can have desser ts  as Amer ican as
appte p ie  and more at  Mar tha 's  Count ry
Bakery t36-21 Ditmars Boulevard,
718-545-9737) .  Indu l .ge in  l ta l ian baked
goods and ge[ato  a t  La Gut i  (29-15
Ditma rs Bou levard, 7 18-7 28-561 2]r,
serv ing the c i ty  s ince 1937.

ENRICO CARUSO MUSEUM
OF AMERICA
This  smal [  museum is  great  for  o tder
k ids who are in terested in  music .  Cava-
I iere  Uf f ic ia te  I the l ta t ian equivatent
of  S i rJ  Atdo Mancus i  s tu f fs  the second
f loor  o f  h is  two- fami ty  home wi th
hundreds of  opera ar t i fac ts ,  espec ia t ty
those re la ted to  turn  o f  the century
teno r  En r i co  Ca ruso .  The  museum a t so
has  an t i que  phonog raphs ,  a  p taye r
p iano  w i t h  an  acco rd ion  and  d rum se t  i n
the bot tom.  and dozens of  music  boxes
f rom the ta te  1800s,  a l [  o f  which he
demonst ra tes.  119 42 East  1  9 th  St reet ,
Brooktyn,  7  1  8-368-3993,  www.enr icoca-
rusomuseum.com)

NATIONAL TRACK AND FlELD
HALL OF FAME
Budd ing  a th te tes  w i t [  l ove  t he  i n te rac -
t i ve  Na t i ona tT rack  and  F ieLd  Ha l . L

o f  F a m e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  [ o u d
t e t e v i s i o n  m o n i t o r s  a n d  c o m p u t e r s ,
d i sp tays  o f  a th te t i c  shoes ,  woo I  ba th -
i ng  su i t s ,  and  runn ing  ou t f i t s  amp ty  i t -
l us t ra te  how  much  be t t e r  sw immers ,
runne rs ,  j umpers ,  and  c tea t -wea re rs
have  i t  t oday .  Eve ryone  i n  t he  f am i t y
w i t I  f ee I  accomp t i shed  a f t e r  comp te t -
i ng  t he  sca te  map  o f  t he  New Yo rk
C i t y  m a r a t h o n .  [ 2 1 6  F o r t  W a s h i n g t o n
Avenue,  21 2-923-1 803,  h t tp  : / /armory-
t r ack . t v / i  ndex .  php?p=hs  [ [ ]

FORBES GALLERIES
K ids  o f  a t I  ages  w i t I  ado re  t he  ex -
tens ive co l tec t ion o f  Matcotm Forbes
Jr . 's  toys on d isptay.  Toys boats  o f  a [ [
shapes and s izes f toat  on fake waves,
and  t he  co t t ec t i on  o f  Wor td  War  l - e ra
me ta I  boa ts  i s  pa r t i cu ta r t y  r a re .  ISuch
toys usuat ty  rusted or  were " tos t  a t
sea "  du r i ng  pLay  i n  t he  ocean f ron t . )
F ina l .Ly ,  the cot tect ion o f  Monopoty
boa rds  t h roughou t  t ime  and  ac ross
cu l t u res  be f i t s  any  p in t - s i ze  cap i t a t i s t .
[62 Fif th Avenue, 212-206-5548, www.
f  o rbesga  l t e r i es . com )

WATERFRONT MUSEUM
Th is  f t oa t i ng  museum on  a  h i s to r i c
r iver  barge is  not  for  those who eas i ty
get  seas ick .  K ids wi t t  love the barge 's
pet  rabbi t  as  he wanders around the
boat ,  as  we[ [  as  ar t is t  George Road 's
pe rpe tua I  mo t i on  ba t [  mach ine .  Du r i ng
the summer,  Capta in  Dav id  Sharps 's
ta tented fami l .y  somet imes per forms
on- the- f ty  c i rcus acts  for  v is i tors .  IP ier
44,209 Conover  St reet ,  Brooktyn,  71 B-
624- 47 19, www.wate rf  rontm useu m.o rg l

Suzanne Reisman is the author of the
new book "Off the Beaten (Subway)
Track: New York City's Best Unusual
Attractions." $
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