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Hvolution
Makeover
T-1or kids curious about who we are
l- and where we came from, there's
I

I no better place to learn than the
American Museum of Natural History-
especially now that it boasts the Anne
and Bernard Spitzer Hall of Human
Origins. The new, permanent exhibi-
tion, which opened February l0 and is
ideal for kids ages 6 and up, is the only
museum space in the world that com-
bines the latest fossil and genetic evi-
dence to explore human evolution. It
replaces the Hall of Human Biologyand
Evolution, which the Museum closed
over 18 months ago for a complete over-
haul to include the rapid scientific
advances in genetics and paleontology.

One of the most exciting features of
the Hall of Human Origins, says pale-
oanthropologist Ian Tattersall, one of
the two curators behind it, is the place-
ment of fossils in beautiful, newly
designed backgrounds that represent
scenes from human history over time
and help give the fossils meaning. "Fos-

sils are not static objects, but witnesses
to a dynamic and eventful evolutionary
history over the last seven million
years," he explains.

While there are many new additions
to the Hall, various objects from the
museum's prior exhibit have stayed on,
taking on different life in their new
home. Parents and grandparents proba-
bly remember the infamous Australop-
ithecus couple, trudging their way
through a diorama of a plain in Thnza-
nia, leaving a trail of footprints behind.
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Their old setting presented them at a level above the floor, making it slightly difficult
for kids to take in. But today the diminutive pair is situated right in the middle of the
Hall, allowing people to walk around them and appreciate their true size. "Everyone

is blown away by how tiny they are!" says Tattersall. Kids can also stand over the foot-
prints and see how they measure up. Another revamped favorite is Lucy, a three-mil-
lion-year-old skeleton with a newly reconstructed face.

Even parents will j.t-p at the chance to take part in the new series of children's
events tied to the new Hall. In an especially cool program called "Discover DNA,"
kids ages 8-12 and a parent have the rare chance to isolate their on'n DNA in the
Hall's fully operational sequencing lab. (March}4 andApril 7l atvarious times; $35
per adult/child pair.) Then, in "secrets of Skulls," kids ages 8-12 can compare skull
casts of early humans (March 17 and April 14, l lam-12:30pm; $25 per adult/child
pair). A souvenir for kids who want to continue the fun is the companion book to the
Hall, available at the museum. American Mnseum oJ Natural History, Central Park
Wbst at 7 9 th Street, 2 1. 2- 7 69 - 51 00, wwu.r. a mnh. org.

-suzanne Reisman
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